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HE praétice of affembling 

*& ard {pending time, at pub- 
lic houfes, is by no means the 
fmalleft of the prefeut, prevaile 
ing evils. It is not only inju- 
rious to the perfons themfclves, 
but to fociety at large. The 
erfons, who iadulge themfelves 
in this praCtice, are ufually idle 
ftory-tellers, tiplers and gam- 
blers. ‘The caufes, of their af- 
fembling, are various ; a few of 
which { thall notice. Moft of 
the perfons, of the above de- 
{cription, have, by their idlenefs 
and diffipation, reduced their fa- 
milies to a ftate of the moft ex- 
treme poverty and wretchednefs. 
So great is the mifery, of which 
they are the guilty caufe, that 
even their palicting minds can- 
not view it, without a degree of 
uneafinefs and pzin. To avoid 
this, they refort to company. 
The tavern is the place where 


. fach men can fit at eafe, and re- 


Jate their extravagant and im- 
probable narratives to a gaping 
gGompany Of loungers. They 
are there freed from the com- 
laints of @ half-{tarved family, 
cenfures of a feolding wife 
and the inconveniences ot an un- 
comfortable houfe. I+ is there, 
alfo, that they provoke the ap- 
Plaufes, aud seccive the appro- 


bation of their companions; and 
are not permitted te dream that 
their condua is worthy cenfure. 
There is tha place where they 
can fquander a few fhillings, 
which they have withholdes 
from the ate of their needy fa~ 
milies, in the gratification of 
their own fordid appetites. 

Poffibly a moment’s refleétion 
may, at times, force upon their 
minds fome compaffion for their 
wretched families, fome com- 
pundtion, for their own mifcon- 
du&. But, atthe Tavern, thefe 
feelings can be ftifled, by the 
prevalence of merriment, and 
all fenfe of rectitude completely 
drowned, in the Lethean bowl. 

They, likewife, frequent the 
tavern, for the fake of. aflocia- 
ting’in company, aud making 
up a fet of good fellows. Accor~ 
ding to their own confeffion, 
they all drink, not becaufe they 
are gratified with the taffe of the 
liquor, or its effe&ts, but mere- 
ly for company’s fake. Few, ex- 
cept the groffeft fots, are willing 
to have the reputation drunk- 
ards; but to drink for company’s 
Joke is fafhionable, it is ionor- 
able. 

Fhus, by affembling at the 
Savern, they furnifh themfeives 
with a plaufible excufe for to- 
dulging 
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evils, from. this 





42 A prophetic Extract of Chronological Series. 


dulging in habits of idlenefs, 
intemperance and. debauchery. 
Inftead of praying to be delivered 
rom temptations, they eagerly 
feek for thofe, which are the 
moft preffing: inftead of avoid- 
ing the appearance of evil, they 
purfue it, as their fupreme good. 
At prefent, their vicious incli- 
nations may be indulged, their 
fenfual appetites may be grati- 
fied :. but let them remember 
that their prefent practices will 
foon, very foon, dettroy their e- 
maciated frames ayd plunge their 
immortal fouls into an eternity 
of woe. 

Did mankind experience no 
practice, but 
merely the lofs of fuch members 
of fociety, there would be little 
caufe for regret or lamentation. 
But unfortunately, the extenfive 
and mifchievous nature of their 
examples, is incalculable ; and 
on this account, it ought to be 
an. object, with every friend to 
humanity, to effe& a reforma- 


tion. For the force of exam- 
ple, in all inftances, is great 5 
but in théfe, in which it coine 
cides with the natural inclinae 
tions of the human heart, it is ine 
comparably dangerous. Youth 
are tond of cheerful fociety, and 
are peculiarly unfufpe@ting of 
danger. They, at firft, vifie 
places of public refort merely 
tor the fake of amufement, and 
the indulgence of an idle curio- 
fity ; but by the pernicious ex- 
ampies of thofe more advanced 
in life, they are foon drawn in- 
to thofe very practices, by which 
thoufands have been ruined.— 
Thus, by this unhappy cuftom 
of trequenting public houfes, 
idlenefs is kept in countenance, 
drinking is rendered reputable, 
gambling is pradtifed, fraud is 
countenanced, religion is pub- 
licly profaned, and all friend- 
fhip for good order, equitable 
government, and true piety, is 
banifhed from the human breaft. 
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The fixth vial feems torelate to 
the Mahomedan powers, atid pro- 
bably it isnmow pouring out, and 
the prefent. commotions in Eu- 
rope may be the effects of it. 

The lofs of chiidren and wi- 
dowhood appear to be faft com- 
ing on the talfe church. Be- 
tw apr went and thirty millions 
of her children, fo woadertully, 
and fo fuddenly loft, is a new 
and aftonifhing fulfilment of the 
Scriptures! The fall of the 
greatett national church! One 
of the greateft of the ten king- 


doms, that has fupported the 
falfe church, for ages, by fire 
and fword, has banifhed the cler- 
gy, and feized the wealth of the 
church. This judgment appears 
beyond the common ones in war, 
peculiarly pointed againft thei- 
dol of Babylon, and eminently 
tending to bring the Beaft to 
his end, as ancient prayers were 
formerly poured out -effe Gually 
icr itsaccomplifthment, to make 
way for the Stone cut out of the 
mountain to fall on it, and de- 
{troy it, and it/clf to fill the earth. 
Thexe 
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There appears to be the won- 
derful aud mighty hand of God 
in it, that the pcopie, to pleafe 
whom the idolatry ot the Gen- 
tiles was brought in, under anew 
name, {fhou!d be abolithed &tram- 

le under foot, the Idols, Saints, 

mages, and ail the idolatious 
days, and grand apparatus ap- 
pointed for their worfhip; and 
that the moit Hich ihould in his 
anger for thefe, take from them 
his own holy Name, which they 
have fo proianed, and not fuffer 
it to be any longer in therr mouth. 
That they are left to caft off with 
their ido!s, the very culfe and 
name of Chriftianity, which they 
had profancly pu: on.. A ttrik- 
ing index this that the Anti- 
Chriftian Reiigion which they 
had been prof: fling was founded 
in craft and policy, for aggrane 
dizing the Cieaes and had no 
connection with the primitive 





THE RES 

[ FROM 

“WICE had the tun gone 
down upon the earth, and 

all as yet was quiet as the fepul- 
chre: Death held his fceptre 
over the fon of God: Still and 
filent the hours paffed on ; the 
guards ftood hy their poft, the 
rays of the moon gleamed on 
their helmets, and on their 
{pears ; the enemies of Chritt 
exulted in their fuccefs ; the 
hearts of his friends were funk 
in defpondency and forrow ; the 
fpirits of glory waited in anxi- 
ous fufpence todbehold the event, 
and wondered at the depth of the 
ways of God. At length the 
morning ftar arifing in the eaft, 
annovnced the approach of light; 


for pain, 
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Chriftianity. And this fpirit of 
infidelity, and returning to hea- 
thenifm, that fhakes the Beatt’s 
Throne, and fills his kingdom 
with darknefs appears to be faft 
fpreading trom the fallen tenth 
part of the great City, through 
the remaining parts. Thefé 
judgments caufe the worfhippers 
of the beaft to gnaw their tongues 
and make mens hearts 
fail for tear of thofe things-which 
are Coming on the earth. 

The prefent awful appearane 
ces extort from many, that, 
Great and wonderful Events ap- 
pear to be at hand! The Beaft’s 
torty two months appear to be 
nearly run out, and dreadful in- 
deed will be the evil that muft 
and will be poured out on HIS 
kingdom and tdolatrous worfbippers. 

The pouring out of the feve 
enth vial is what may be expeét- 
ed in this our day. 








RRECTION. 


THE SCOTCH PR EACHER. | 


the third day began to dawn ups 
on the world, when on a fud- 
den the earth trembled to_ its 
centre, and the powers of Mea- 
ven were fhaken; an angel of 
God defcended, the guards fhrunk 
back from the terror of his pre- 
fence, and fell proftrate on the 
ground ; his countenance was 
like lightning, and his raiment 
was as White as fnow: He roll- 
ed away the ftone from the door 
of the fepulchre, and fat upon 
it. But who is thiéthat com- 
eth forth from the tomb, with 
dyed garments from the bed of 
death? He that is glorious in 
his appeatanee, walkn 1g in the 
greatnefs of his ilrength! It is 


thy 
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4d Communication—~Lbe Deaths of the Apofiles. 


thy Prince, O Zion! Chriftian, 
it is your Lord. He hath trod- 
den the wine-prefs alone ; he 
bath ftaincd his raiment with 
blood; but now, as the firft born 
from the womb of nature, he 
meets the morning of his refur- 
re€tion. He arifes a conqueror 
from the grave ; he returns with 
bleffings trom the world of fpi- 
rits; he brings falvation to the 
fons of men. Never did the re- 
turning fun ufher in a day fo 
glo:icus! It was the jubilee of 


the univerfe. The morning ftars 
fung together, and all the fons 
ot God fhouted aloud for jey ; 
the Father. of Mercies looked 
down from his throne in the 
heavens: with complacency he 
beheld his world reftored ; he 
faw his work that it was good, 
Then did the defert rejoice ; the 
face.of nature was eladdened 
before him, when the bleflings 
of the Eternal defcended as the 
dew of Heaven for the refrefh- 
ing of the nationss 





COMMUNICATION fromthe Heratp of Lrarrry. 
Rejoyce over her thou Heavens, and ye holy Apofiles and Prophets, 


for Ged hath avenged you on her. 


\ ANY feem to lament the 

change of gover: ment that 
has taken piace in Rome; but I 
truft there is not a fingle perfon 
who believes in the facred Scrip- 
tures, but will rejoice at the clo- 
tious event, the downtall ot Ba- 
bylon : ** By her forceries were 
all nations deceived, and in her 
was found theblood of prophets 
and of faints.” 


Rev. xvii and 20th. 
Although Satan’s Emiffaries, 
under the garb of religion, may 
cry aloud and bewail the downs 
fali of tyrants; all their hideous 
yells will not avaih nor ftop the 
wheels of divine Providence @ 
fingle moment, forthey areturn- 
ing fait to that glorious Era, 
when liberty and religion witt 
reigntriumphantly, & man fhall 
learn the art of war no more. 





Tae DEATHS orf true APOSTLES.» 


T. ANDREW preached the 
golpel in Thracia and Sey- 
thia, till apprehended by pee 
the Pro- pn he was firft caft 


4nto prifon, there moft cruelly 


beaten, and at laft faftened to a 
crofs, whereon hanging alive for 
three whole days together, he 
preached tothe people ; and, en- 
vironed with a great light from 
Heaven, he gave up his bleffed 
ioul to God, at Patras in Acha- 
ia, in the year 69. 

THOMAS, apofile and 
martyr ; who, haviug nea a 
the gofpel to the Parihians, 


Medes, Perfians, and Hyrcani- 
ans, went into India: where, 


when at length he had inftru&- 


ed that people in the Chriftian 
faith, being, by the king’s {pe- 
cial command, thruft through 
with lances, he expired at Rd 
amina, .in the year 44. 

St. JOHN, apoitle and evan- 
gelifl, who, after writing his 


gofpel, after his banifhment, and 


after he had received the revela- 
tions of this Apocalypfe, lived 
nto the time of Trajan the em- 
neror, and both founded and 


governs xd the churches. of Afia. 
And 
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And being worn out with old 
age, he, 68 years after our lord’s 
paffion, died at Ephefus, in the 
g3rd.year of his age, and was 
buried near the fame city. 

St. PAUL, while other apo- 
ftles had their particular provin- 
ces, had the care of all the 
churches; and by his indefati- 
gable labours contributed very 
much to the propagation of the 
gofpel throughout the world. 

How long St. Paul continued 
in prifon after he had received 


fentence te die, is uncettain ; 
but the day of hisexecution foon 
came, and being led to the place’ 
appointed for the cruel tragedy, 
which was near the Aqua Sylz 
viz, three miles from Rome, he 
after commending his fpirit in- 
to the hands of his blefled Lord 
and Matter, kneeling down, had 
his head ftricken off with a 
fword ; and buried in Via Ofti- 
enfis, about 2 miles from Rome. 
He fuffered martyrdom, in the 
68th year of his age. 


RELIGIOUS SECTS.—Continued from page 4o. 


EPISCOPALIANS, fo cail- 
ed from | epi | & [fkopes | They 
maintain, that Bithops, Prefby- 
ters, and Deacons, are three dif- 
tin& fubordinate callings in the 
church of God. That the Bifh- 
ops have a fuperiority over the 
Priefts jure divine, and dire@ly 
from God. To prove this point 
they alledge, that Bifhops were 
inftituted by the apofiles them- 
felves to fucceed them in great 
cities, as Timothy, at Ephefus; 
Titus, at Crete, &c. It is faid 
in firft of Timothy, v. 19: 
Againft an Elder receive not an 
a but before one or two 
witnefies. Therefore, fay they, 
Timothy was a judge: Prefby- 
ters were brought before him, 
and he was fuperior to them. 
And they affert that epifcopacy 
was the conftitution of the pri- 
mitive church. 

PRESBYTERIANS, from 
the Greek of [préfbutérés] a 
denomination of Protefants ; fo 
called from their maintaining 
that the government of the 
church, appointed by the New- 
Teftament, was by-Prefbytcrics, 





that is, by Prefbyters and ruling 
Elders, aifociated for its govern- 
ment and difcipline. The Pref- 
byterians affirm that there is ne 
order in the church, as eftablifh- 
ed by Chrift and his apoftles, fu- 
perior to that of Prefbyters ; that 
all Minifters,being Ambailadors, 
are equal by their commiflion ; 
and the Elder or Prefbyter, and 
Bithop, are the fame in name arid 
office, for. which they. aliedge, 
Acts xx. 28. Titus i. 5, 7, &e. 
Their highett aflembly isa fyned, 
which may be provincial, oa- 
tional, or cecumenical, and they 
allow of appeals from inferior 
to fuperior aflemblies, according 
to Adts xv. 4, 6, &e. The low- 
eft of their Affemblies, or Pref. 
byteries, confits of the Minif 

ters and Elders of a -congrega- 
tion, who have power to cite 
before them any member, and to 
admonith, inftru@, rebuke, and 
fufpend hira from the Lord’s ta- 
ble. They have alfo Deacons, 
whofe office it is to take care of 
the poor. ‘Their ordination is 
by prayer, faiting,and impofition 
of the hands of the Prefbytery. 

From 




















46 ; 4 Dream. 


From the American Magazine. 


Mr. Ep:ror, 

VERY thing that has a ten- 

dency to promote reflection 
on the truly awful day of final 
diffolution ;——when this world 
fhall be no more, and when the 
whole race of mankind fhall be 
called to account for their good 
or bad deeds——imoft certainly 
claims the ferious attention of 
every perfon. For this reafon 
I fend the following, which, 
tho only a Dream, cannot fail 
of occalioning reflections of that 
nature, efpecially if it is given 
that confideration which the im- 
portance of the fubje& demands. 
I have tranfcribed it verbatim as 
contained in a letter from a gen- 
tleman at the northward, to his 
friend in this city. And as the 
good of mankind is all I aim at 
in the publication of it, if it has 
thegdeiived effect in any one in- 
ftance, my purpofe will be ful- 
ly anfwered. Yours, &c. 

New-York, Aug. 1788: 





My dear Era/mus, 

PERMIT me to relate to you 
a remarkable and molt intereft- 
ing dream, I had a few evenings 
fince ; and pardon me, if in the 
relation of it I tranfgrefs a lit- 
tle upon your agreeable moments 
—you know I am deftitute of 
the flowers of rhetoric, therefore 
cannot expeét to fee it difplayed 
to that advantage it might re- 
ceive by coming through the 
hands ef one renowned for lite- 
sary abilities—I need not now- 
ever, apologize to you—your 
goodnefs, and the fincere friend- 
fhip fubfitting between us, will 
make every neceflary allowance, 


I thall therefore proceed in due 
order, obferving the fame regu- 
larity as it occurred to me. 

The fatigues of the day being 
over, I contentedly withdrew to 
my chamber in order to refrefh 
myfelf with fleep, which much 
wanted ; and the better to pre- 
pare me for the bufinefs of the 
fucceeding day, I had repaired 
to my reft at an earlier hour than 
ufual. After commending my 
foul to the great Author of all 
creation, I fell into a found fleep, 
but by fome means or other, not. 
to be accounted for, my mind 
was dilturbed, and wandering 
about, prefented me with the 
following extraordinary vifion. 

Methought I was fituated 
on the banks of an land at a 
fhort diftance from the main, 
and in the aé of executing fome 
of the ordinary bufinefs of the 
day. Acompanion, with two 
or three attendants, were the 
only perfons with me. While 
we were thus bufied, a gloomy 
cait overfpread the horizon, and 
the appearance of a very heavy 


cloud, that iadicated a ftorm,. 


induced us to begin to prepare 
for our departure from the ifland, 
during which I eafily perceived 
{trong marks of fear and appre- 
henfion in the countenances of 
thofe with me. We were now 
proceeding to the place where 
our boats lay, in order to return 
to the main with all poffible dif- 
patch 5 when of a fudden a rufh- 
ing noife caught our attention, 
and turning to the fouthward 
from whence it feemed to come, 
we beheld a fpeCtacle moftdread- 
ful to behold. At a cenfidera~ 
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ble diftance every thing appear- 
ed’ as one dark incomparable 
chaos, preceding which was a 
cloud of fmoke of great magni- 
tude and extenfive darknefs, out 
of which iffued a flame of fire, 
which darted forth with incon- 
ceivabie velocity, fpreading a 
direful rage of mortality and dif- 
folution wherever its courfe was 
directed. ‘The fame inftant was 
marked with the found of trum- 
pets from every corner, the itrain 
of which was not to be equalled 
by any earthly performance.— 
Thefe methought, declared the 
moment of diffolution at hand, 
and called both the quick and 
dead to the judgment feat of 
God, which dreadful fummons 
ftruck a deadly terror in all who 
heard their awful doom. ‘The 
whole body of the earth feemed 
agitated, and trembled to an ex- 
traordinary degree, and the fir- 
mament was convulfed in a man- 
ner beyond defcription. ‘Thefe 
appearances threw all nature in 
the utmoft confternation ; a gen- 
eral lamentation and confufion 
was vilible over the whole fur- 
face of the globe, and the loud 
and inceflant.cries and petitions 
that were offered up to almigh- 
ty God, from the lips of every 
perfon, added greatly to the 
gloom and horror of the woeful 
moment of théir annihilation ! 
—This wonderful and very un- 
common vilion not alittle ter- 
rified me, which was heighten- 
ed by fecing the whole human 
creation in the midft of their de- 
ftruétién, falling proftrate, and 
imploring mercy of an offended 
God, whofe dreadful judgment 


they were about to expericnce— 


fome with difmal looks, and wild 
defpair painted in their counte- 
nances, were running to throw 
themfelves from the top of fome 
precipice—others, with no lefs 
horror, preparing to catt them- 
feives into the fea,—hoping by 


thefe def fperate acts, to mect their’ 


ate in a lefs terrific manner, 
and to avert that which was al- 
ready to {wallow them up ;— 
while the more juift appeared 
lefs apprehentive, and beheld 
theirapproaching mortality with 
a ferenity of mind, that befp oke 
a truly chriftian fortitude, and 
fully evinced a foul confcious of 
good works, with a generous 
hope of reliance on him alone, 


in whofe power it is to build or 


deftroy whenever he pleafeth. 
In beholding thefe, methought 
I was greatly agitated, and had 
begun to make my peace with 
my Creator in the beft manger 
I could; when looking rotun 
about, _ perceiving the fire 
fpreading diffolution on every 
fide, and cbfe rving myfelf juft 
at the verge of its flame, whic! h 
was ‘approaching rapidly upon 
I gave a fudden ftart, and 
tine to contemplations of hor- 
ror inexpreflible ! 
I will not » my aang Erafmus, 
attempt to imprefs upon your 
mind the fenfation } felt after 
gaining my recollection, or the 
thoughts I have fince had upon 
thi s extraordinary vilion, becaufe 
I know myfelf greatly incom- 
petent to the tafk: It willthere- 


fore fuffice to fay, that they have’ 


been fuch as will keep the re- 
rembrance of it frefh in my 
memory until my lateft moment? 
Adicu. E. B. 
POETRY. 
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HUMAN FRAILTY. 
} féen the lovely caicin flowers 
In ali their beauty giow : 
V’ve faen the ftormy huii-fione fhowers 
Lay all their glory low 
I’ve feen the youth in beauty’s pride 
And higheft health to day, 
Before to-morrow’s evening tite, 
A loathfome lump of clay. 
Then what’s our life? a vapour fure! 
Away it Cwiftly flies ; 
The joys of life, how infecure, 
How trifling fuch a prize ! 
How oft this leffou we’ve been taught; 
Yet ftill the earthly mind 
Purfues its earthly hope full fraught, 
To heavenly hope ftili blind : 
That leflon which we now defpife, 
Prefuming on our might, 
Shall foon be fet before our eyes, 
Clear as the noon-day light. 
The haflening day fhall foon arrive, 
When awful death thall come, 
And clofe the fcene of this vaia life, 
In darknefs and the tomb. 
O! may the Living Worp, the Light, 
Shine forth before our eyes; 
In that dread hour difpel the night 
With everlatting rays : 
‘When in the dark and difmal road, 
Which we are doomed to tread, 
Qur comfort be the Word of Gop, 
Gur rock, our ftrength, our thade. 
His word, who died upon the tree, 
Can fortify the heart, 
And, even in death, our minds can free, 
And bid all fear depart ; 
For he’s alive, who once was faim 
Aad reigns exalted high; 
’ His Word can raife us up again, 
Though in the grave we lie. 
The work he finithed on the cro&, 
Doth bring falvation fure; 
And his unfpetted righteoufnefs 


Forever doth endare. 
O THOU who reiguelt * high thron- 
ed above all height,” 

Circled with rays of uncreated light; 

Whofe fimple nod, over worlds the fcep- 
ter fways, 

And with a glance eternity furveys ! 

Whofe effence reaches, through the im- 
menfe of fpace, 

And undivided fpreads thro’ every place ! 

Whofe file is heaven, whofe kindaefS 
gives man breath, 
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Whofe frown’s more direful than the 
ftings of death ! 

Who formedit ali mature, by thy power- 
ful word. 

Thou king of kings, and univerfal Lord | 

If Lam right, facceed me in my race, 

If Lam wrong ,reclaim me withthy grace. 

Shine through thefe giooms of fin, a 
heavenly ray, 

And guide my footfteps in the perfec 
way! 

Cleanfe my vile foul from ali her filthy 
ftains, , 

With that pure ftream which flowed from 
Jefus’ veins. 

Be thou my patron, guardian, friend 
and guide, 

Save me from folly, vanity and pride. 

Wich pious fortitude, infpire my mind, 

To each event, that I may be refigned. 

May uever my bofom, paut for empty 
fame, 

But thy own glory, be my conftant aim 

All felfith motives banith from my breaft, 

Which feek their own, anid not another's 
reft ; 

May nobler motives animate my foul, 

Reign ary lite, and thro’ my actions 
roll. 

May virtuous deeds my fleeting hours 
employ, 

And heavenly knowledge Giil my foul witts 
oy. 

To take my paffage to the etherial thorg, 

Grant me thy prefence and I afk no more. 

Now for my country would I raife mg 

prayer > 

O may Columbia, be thy guerdian care§ 

Behold Pou GATHER, with propitious 


And faye bee fons from anarchy an@ 
rous. 
May truth & patrietif infpire each foul, 
And love & harmony peryade the who 
May luxuiy, aa iadoak eingice's bane 
Never prove her ruin,aorbher ttaia, 
May apricultvre, in her oarine 
Expand& flow this fertile cline 
May tocial commerce, ope her affiuent 


ftores, 

And waft ber treafures, from thefe weft- 
ern fhores. 

May heaven-born f{tience’s spacious 
temple rife 


Ona fim bafis, to the lofty fies. _ 
May puce religion, rear 


And over this weftern Gath qomanial 


' 



































































